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The Heritage Society of Austin respectfully urges your guidance and support to the
ownership of 316 Congress Avenue in their efforts to accommodate retail use in the
W.B. Smith Building. We understand that the Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation (TDLR) initially determined that the building’s historic doors did not meet
accessibility standards. It is the intent of the landowner and the tenant, Patagonia, that
the architectural integrity of the doors be maintained, while providing a fully accessible
retail space.

In 2005, the Heritage Society of Austin successfully nominated Congress Avenue to
Preservation Texas’ Most Endangered Places list, citing loss of historic fabric and
languishing retail presence. We have been pleased and encouraged at the recent influx
of new and incoming retail tenants, including JoS. A. Bank, Keepers and Patagonia.
We ask the Historic Landmark Commission to postpone any pending decisions on the
W.B. Smith building to allow TDLR to make a final ruling on the variance request,
which the owners are pursing to maintain the architectural integrity of the building.

The Heritage Society of Austin wants to see Congress Avenue return to its prominence
as the Main Street of Texas. We appreciate all your attention to this most important
historic district, and all that you do to protect what is best about our city.
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